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To determine, as far as we can from these figures, the probable 
deficiency of the colored enumeration of 1870, let us compare the total 
colored population in 1850 with the colored population in 1860, ten 
years of age and over. We find the former to be 1.18 times the 
latter. If we compare in the same manner the total colored popula- 
tion in 1840 with the colored population ten years of age and over in 
1850, we find them to be in the ratio of 1.15 to 1. In 1880 there 
were enumerated 4,611,207 colored persons ten years of age and over, 
which multiplied by the factor 1.18 would show that there should have 
been 5,400,000 total colored population in 1870, so to have left surviv- 
ing the above number in 1880, on the assumption that the mortality and 
the age distribution of the colored population was the same during 
the decade 1870 to 1880 as in the decade 1850 to 1860. If, however, 
we apply the ratio obtained from 1840 to 1850, we would have the 
total colored population of 1870 as 5,300,000. Upon a consideration 
of the above figures, it would seem that the total colored population 
in 1870 should have been between 5,300,000 and 5,400,000. 



THE BIRTH RATE IN EUROPE DURING THE LAST 
TWENTY YEARS. 



The slight increase of the population of France has lately attracted 
much attention. A fresh examination of the birth rate by Charles 
Richet appears in the January number of the Revue Scientifique, of 
which the following is a summary : — 

The decline in the increase of the population of France, already 
noticeable at the beginning of the century, continues to increase each 
year. During the last ten years it has grown so marked that no 
little uneasiness has been aroused by it. M. Richet does not attempt 
to smooth over this fact, or to reassure people by deuying its validity. 
He simply compares the condition of France with that of other 
countries, and shows that there is a general demographic phenomenon, 
since, in all the principal countries of Europe, for several years past, 
the birth rate has shown a tendency to decrease. 

For this purpose he takes the bare figures, that is, the number of 
births per 1000 inhabitants. In order to be thorough it would be 
necessary to consider other facts, such as not only the total popula- 
tion, but the households where the women are between 20 and 45 
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years of age. For the sake of simplicity, however, he studies only 
the rough birth rate computed with reference to the population. It 
is needless to add that these figures furnish only one of the elements 
which cause the growth of a population ; for emigration reduces it, 
immigration adds to it, and death decreases it. 

Increase of births is only one of the factors in the growth of a 
population, and he who considers this alone can know only a part 
(the most important part it is true) of the conditions of its increase. 
Omitting Spain and Russia, for which there are no trustworthy 
figures, an examination is made of the statistics of France, England, 
Scotland, Belgium, Germany, Austro-Huiigary, and Italy. The 
results of the several calculations are given in the following table : — 
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1873 


26.1 


41.0 


34.7 


39.3 


42.0 


37.8 


33.5 


37.5 


1874 


26.2 


42.1 


35.0 


39.1 


42.0 


37.5 


33.5 


36.0 


1875 


26.0 


43.0 


35.6 


38.8 


44.0 


38.0 


33.7 


38.5 


1876 


26.2 


42.6 


35.5 


38.9 


43.7 


37.5 


34.5 


40.5 


1877 


25.5 


41.8 


36.0 


38.2 


43.5 


38.8 


34.0 


38.0 


1878 


25.2 


40.0 


35.9 


37.8 


43.0 


37.8 


33.2 


36.8 


1879 


25.1 


40.0 


34.8 


38.0 


45.0 


36.7 


33.0 


38.6 


1880 


24.5 


39.5 


34.2 


37.2 


43.5 


36.3 


32.2 


34.8 


1881 


24.2 


39.0 


33.6 


38.0 


43.8 


35.8 


32.8 


39.5 


1882 


24.8 


38.8 


33.5 


38.8 


45.0 


35.3 


33.0 


38.2 


1883 


24.7 


38.5 


33.0 


38.0 


44.9 


33.8 


32.2 


38.2 


1884 


24.6 


38.5 


33.6 


38.6 


47.0 


33.2 


32.1 


39.9 


1885 


24.4 


38.5 


32.5 


37.8 


47.0 


32.6 


31.8 


38.8 


1886 


24.1 


38.4 


32.4 


38.4 


47.5 


32.5 


31.2 


37.6 


1887 


23.7 


38.6 


31.4 


38.8 


47.0 


31.6 


30.9 


39.5 


1888 


23.2 




30.6 


38.7 




31.0 




36.4 



If we take the average for the years 1873, 1874, and 1875 and 
compare it with the average for 1886, 1887, and 1888, we have — 



France . . . 
England . 
Scotland. 
Austria .. 
Hungary. 
Germany. 
Belgium . 
Italy 



1873-1875. 1886 



26.1 
37.7 
35.1 
39.1 
42.7 
42.0 
33.6 
37.3 



. Difference. 



23.7 
31.7 

31.5 
38.6 
47.2 
38.5 
31.1 
37.8 



2.4 
6.0 
3.6 
0.5 

+4.5 
3.5 
2.5 

+0.5 
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By taking the absolute numbers of births since 1873, it is seen that 
the maxima do not fall in the later years. So, in proportion to the 
population the birth rate has not increased, as the total number of 
births has diminished. 

The following table shows the year in the period considered of the 
maximum number of births in the different countries of Europe : — 



France . . 
England.. 
Scotland . 
Austria... 
Hungary. 
Germany. 
Belgium . 
Italy. ... 



Maximum No. Births. 



966,682 
906,750 
129,041 
915,702 
773,255 

1,831,218 
185,069 

1,195,000 



Year. 



1876 

1884 
1884 
1888 
1886 
1876 
1884 
1887 



We see from this that, although the countries of Europe have not 
lost in population, and still continue to increase, the maxima of births 
did not occur during the last year, i. e., the year of greatest popula- 
tion, as one might have been led to expect. But the first table is 
more instructive. If Hungary is omitted where the births are increas- 
ing, the cause of which we do not know, and Austria, where since 
1881 the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina has notably changed 
the demographical conditions, it is seen that the number of births in 
France, P>ngland, Germany, Scotland, and Belgium decreases with 
perfect regularity from 1877 to 1888. 

Diminution of Bibth Rate pee 1000 Inhabitants. 



Year. 


France. 


England. 


Scotland. 


Germany. 


Belgium. 


1878 


0.3 


1.0 


0.1 


1.8 


0.8 


1879 


0.1 


0.9 


1.1 


0.0 


0.2 


1880 


0.6 


0.4 


0.6 


0.5 


0.8 


1881 


0.3 


0.5 


0.6 


0.5 


+0.6 


1882 


+0.6 


0.5 


0.1 


0.2 


+0.2 


1883 


0.1 


1.5 


0.5 


0.3 


0.8 


1884 


0.1 


0.6 


+0.6 


0.0 


0.1 


1885 


0.2 


0.6 


0.1 


0.0 


0.3 


1886 


0.3 


0.1 


0.1 


0.1 


0.6 


1887 


0.4 


0.9 


1.0 


+0.2 


0.3 


1888 


0.5 


0.6 


0.8 








0.2 


0.7 


0.5 


0.3 


0.3 
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In Italy there is evidently a similar movement, but it is very irregu- 
lar. Although the errors from one year to another may be consider- 
able, it is probable that the figures are quite exact, because of the 
extreme care with which Italian statistics are collected. 

According to M. Richet there can be no doubt that the decrease in 
the number of births is due to voluntary action. It is probable that 
the most advanced people in civilization are most responsible for the 
decrease. Yet, in general, M. Richet regards Frauce (with Belgium), 
England (with Scotland), and Germany as standing at the head of 
European civilization ; and in these three nations the birth rate since 
1877 has greatly decreased, — with this difference, however, that Eng- 
land and Germany can permit it to diminish still much more without 
having the death rate exceed the birth rate, while in France, where 
the latter rate is very feeble, the time is rapidly approaching when the 
number of deaths will exceed the number of births. 

Gary N. Calkins. 
Mass. Institute of Technology. 



UNITED STATES CENSUS BULLETINS. 



No. 16. Dec. 13, 1890. Population of the United States by States 
and Territories: 1890. Pp. 10. 

This gives the official count of the population as 62,622,250, cor- 
recting the rough count bulletined in No. 12. A further discussion 
of the reasons for the apparent reduction in growth of population is 
introduced. 

IV©. 17. Dec. 16, 1890. Preliminary Statistics of Education for 
Louisiana, New Hampshire, Wisconsin, various cities, and the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. By James H. Blodgett. Pp.10. 

The statistics presented in this bulletin are derived from two inde- 
pendent sources : information obtained by the enumerators and infor- 
mation from the school authorities. The following table exhibits the 
gain or loss of population and of enrollment in public schools, over 
1880, in percentages: — 

Louisiana. New Hampshire. Wisconsin. 
Gain of population, .... 19.01 8.51 28.23 

Gain of enrollment, .... 53.52 —7.51 16.97 

The pupils attending public, parochial, and private schools in 1890 
are thus compared : — 



